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January 7, 2015

Wachiya:

Please find enclosed information about my Bill C-641: An Act to ensure
that the laws of Canada are consistent with the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

[ truly believe that this bill is important for future generations on this
land, which is why T am asking for your support. Letters of
endorsement are critical to demonstrate broad support during
debates. 1 encourage you to call your Member of Parliament’s office to : |
ask him or her to support this bill. I also ask that you share the petition

with members of your family and your community. You can send the

signed petition and letters to our office in Ottawa; no stamp is

necessary.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to
contact my team: Anna Collins, legislative assistant at 613-922-3030,

romeo.saganash.a2@pari.gc.ca or Cam Holmstrom at 613-996-3076,
romeo.saganash.al@parl.ge.ca.

Yours sincerely, |
) S !

Romeo Saganash




Wachiya:

Thirty years ago, | was invited to go to the
UN, by the Cree Ambassador, to begin ne-
gotiating for the Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples. Through my experi-
ence, many of the principles from Paix des
Braves were brought into the UNDRIP pro-
cess and were made part of the document.

It is with great pleasure that | am infroducing
my Bill C-641: An Act to ensure that the laws
of Canada are consistent with the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples.

This is a unique opportunity for Canada to

move towards a frue nation-to-nation rela-
tionship with Indigenous peoples that reflects
the letter, spirit and intent of our treaties. |
hope that Indigenous people, organizations,
governments and communities, and indeed
all Canadians, will support this bill. It is time
to send a clear message to the Government
of Canada that all federal laws must respect
the purposes and principles established in
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples.

| truly believe that this bill is important for fu-
ture generations on this land, which is why |
am asking for your support.

Romeo Saganash

Inspiration

Cooperation

Implementation




Many of the drafters of the UNDRIP believed that governments and interna-
tional agencies would move quickly to implement the rights and strategies
articulated in UNDRIP. That has not happened. Nor will it happen on its own.

UNDRIP is a powerful assertion by Indigenous peoples that we have sur-
vived, that we will survive, and that we insist on fair and just treatment by
national governments and the international community at large. The imple-
mentation of the UNDRIP could prove to be a world-changing development.

The next step for Canada is Bill C-641. As this struggle for Indigenous Rights
continues, empowered by the rights recognized in the UNDRIP, it is vital that
the Canadian government fully protect and promote our rights within its own

structure.

How can you help?

Send a lefter from
your organization
to my office in fa-
vour of bill C-641.

For copies of a petition

supporting Bill C-641,

Host an open
house about the
UNDRIP and dis-
cuss how ratifica-
tion could benefit
the community.

Get In Touch

For draft letters of vali-
dation,

Collect signatures
of support in a
petition and send
them to my office.

For information about
UNDRIP and Bill C-641,

Romeo Saganash
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6
Telephone: 613-992-3030
Fax: 613-996-0828

E-mail: Romeo.Saganash.a2@parl.gc.ca
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June 2011

Fact Sheet on the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

What is the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples?

1. The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples 1s an international human rights instrament
adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13
September 2007 after more than two decades of
negotiations.

2. The Declaration affirms the inherent or pre-
existing collective human rights of Indigenous
peoples, as well as the individual human rights of
Indigenous women, men and children. It provides a
framework for justice and reconciliation, applying
existing human rights standards to the specific
historical, cultural and social circumstances of
Indigenous peoples.

3. In its preamble, the UN Declaration is described as
“a standard of achievement io be pursued in a spirit
of partnership and respect.” Indeed, it reinforces the
Treaty relationships that exist between Indigenous
peoples and the Crown and which form “the basis for
a strengthened partnership...”

4. The Declaration also states that the rights it
contains “constitute the minimum standards for the
survival, dignity and well-being of the indigenous
peopies of the world.” (article 43)

5. In his role as UN Special Rapporteur on the rights
of indigenous peoples, James Anaya states:

“The standards affirmed in the Declaration
share an essentially remedial character,
seeking to redress the systemic obstacles and
discrimination that indigenous peoples have
faced in their enjoyment of basic human
rights.”

6. Like other international human rights declarations,
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples provides an authoritative source of guidance
for all institutions of society, including legislators
and, government departments, courts, human rights
bodles and public institutions such as universities.

7. The Declaration is more than aspirational.
Although declarations are not the same as treaties or
conventions, they do have diverse legal effects. The
Declaration reflects rights already found in human
rights treaties. It also reflects what is known as
customary international law — legal standards that
have become obligatory on states through their
widespread use.

8. Courts are free to rely on declarations in
interpreting human rights — as are Indigenous and
non-Indigenous governments and human rights
bodies. -

9. Unlike conventions, declarations do not need to be
sipned or ratified. Declarations adopted by the
General Assembly are considered universally
applicable from the time of their adoption.

10. International human rights standards are vital in
promoting rights that states have failed to uphold.
Domestic laws and policies should be reformed so as
to uphold such global standards.

Is the Declaration consistent with the
Canadian Constitution and Charter of Rights
and Freedoms?

11. In a May 2008 open letter, over 100 Canadian
legal scholars and other experts on matters of law and
Indigenous rights, stated that not only is the UN
Declaration “consistent with the Canadian
Constitution and Charter,” it is also “profoundly
important for fulfilling their promise.”

What is the Government of Canada’s position
on the Declaration?

12. After opposing and campaigning against the
Declaration for more than four years, the federal
government issued an official statement of
endorsement in November 2010. In its endorsement,
and in other statements made since then, the federal
government has not accepted that it is under any
obligation to review and revise laws and policies to
bring them into line with the standards set out in the
Deeclaration.

This fact sheet was endorsed by Amnesty International Canada, Assembly of First Nations, Canadian Friends Service
Committee (Quakers), Chiefs of Ontario, First Nations Summit, Grand Council of ‘the Crees (Eeyou Istchee), International
Organization of Indigenous Resource Development, Innu Council of Nitassinan, Inuit Circumpolar Council, Tnuit Tarpiriit
Kanatami, KATROS: Canadian Ecumenical fustice Initiatives, Native Women's Association of Canada, Quebec Native Women
{ Femmes auiochtones du Québec, Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs, Ermineskin Cree Nation, Louis Bull Cree Nation,

Montana Cree Nation, Samson Cree Nation




13. There is an inherent contradiction in the notion of
supporting an international human rights instrument
only to the extent that it is consistent with a state’s
constitution and {aws. Yet this is the position taken
by the Canadian government on the UN Declaration.
International bodies have indicated repeatedly to
states that they should reform their laws and policies,
so as to conform to international human rights
standards.

14. Unilateral statements made by the Govermment of
Canada, either in association with its endorsement or
made clsewhere, do not affect the legal status of the
Declaration in Canada.

15, Significantly, Canada’s House of Commons
endorsed the Declaration without condition or
qualification in a resolution dated 8 April 2008,

How should the Declaration be implemented
in Canada?

16. Governments, in conjunction with Indigenous
peoples, are urged to use the Declaration as the basis
for reviewing and reforming laws and policies to
ensure that Indigenous peoples’ rights are upheld
without discrimination.

17. Courts and human rights tribunals can use the
Declaration as a relevant and persuasive source in
interpreting Indigenous human rights and related
state obligations.

18. Indigenous peoples and their institutions are
using the Declaration as a principled framework for
advancing their rights, in their own policy- and
decision-making and in their negotiations with
governments and other third parties.

19. Civil society organizations are working
cooperatively with Indigenous peoples, in promoting
and implementing their human rights and maintaining
the Declaration as a living instrument.

20. Educational institutions are encouraged to include
the Declaration in their curriculum, including in
teacher training.

21. Corporations and investors should ensure their
human rights policies and business practices fully
incorporate the standards in the Declaration.

What is happening internationally?

22. The global consensus that now exists in support
of the Declaration reinforces its weight as a universal
human rights instrument, The ongoing and
widespread human rights violations against
Indigenous peoples worldwide underiine the urgency
of realizing full and effective implementation of the
Declaration.

23. The Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights emphasizes that the "Declaration is
now among the most widely accepted UN human
rights instruments. It is the most comprehensive
statement addressing the human rights of indigenous
peoples to date, establishing collective rights and
minimum standards on survival, dignity, and
wellbeing to a greater extent than any other
international text."

24, The Declaration is being used by UN treaty
bodies to interpret Indigenous peoples' rights and
related State obligations under international treaties.

25. Similar use of the Declaration is being made by
UN specialized agencies and the Human Rights
Council's special procedures and mechanisms, which
include special rapporteurs and independent experts.
The Declaration is also being relied upon by
domestic and regional courts, as well as other bodies
within regional human rights systems in Africa and
the Americas, including the Caribbean,

26. Greenland negotiated with Denmark significantly
enhanced self-government, which its Premier
describes “as a de facto implementation of the
Declaration and... hopefully an inspiration to others”.

27. The Supreme Court of Belize relied in part on the
N Declaration in an October 2007 case that
affirmed the land and resource rights of the Maya
people.

28. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights used
the UN Declaration and other legal standards in its
November 2007 ruling on the land rights of the
Saramaka people in Suriname




Indigenous rights: Time for action: Add your voice now

Canada endorsed the UN Declaration three years ago. Now it's time to act on it.

We, the undersigned residents of Canada, recognize the following:

On April 4, 2008, the House of Commons adopted a motion in support of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous wmoﬁm.mm.
On November 12, 2010, the Canadian government endorsed the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Renewing nation-to-nation relationships requires accepting the principles of mutual respect and partnership to ensure long-term prosperity for all
peoples.

Therefore, we call on the House of Commons to unanimously adopt Bill C-641, an Act to ensure that Canadian laws are consistent
with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
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