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BILL C-641 

INTRODUCING

Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples Act

Wachiya:

Thirty years ago, I was invited to go to the 
UN, by the Cree Ambassador, to begin ne-
gotiating for the Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples.  Through my experi-
ence, many of the principles from Paix des 
Braves were brought into the UNDRIP pro-
cess and were made part of the document.

It is with great pleasure that I am introducing 
my Bill C-641: An Act to ensure that the laws 
of Canada are consistent with the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples. 

This is a unique opportunity for Canada to 

move towards a true nation-to-nation rela-
tionship with Indigenous peoples that reflects 
the letter, spirit and intent of our treaties. I 
hope that Indigenous people, organizations, 
governments and communities, and indeed 
all Canadians, will support this bill. It is time 
to send a clear message to the Government 
of Canada that all federal laws must respect 
the purposes and principles established in 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples.

I truly believe that this bill is important for fu-
ture generations on this land, which is why I 
am asking for your support. 

Romeo Saganash

CooperationInspiration

UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon has hailed the Dec-
laration as “a visionary step 
towards addressing the hu-
man rights of Indigenous 
peoples” and “a momen-
tous opportunity for States 
and Indigenous peoples to 
strengthen their relation-
ships, promote reconciliation 
and ensure that the past is 
not repeated.”

By ensuring that Canadian 
legislation respects the UN-
DRIP, the demands asserted 
by representatives of indig-
enous peoples and their 
advocates for decades will 
begin to be respected within 
Canadian law. This means 
that all Canadian laws will 
be subject to review. Can-
ada will be obligated to 
cooperate with Indigenous 
peoples.

Ratification will inform public 
opinion, influence public pol-
icy, and guide future jurispru-
dence. Indigenous peoples 
can use it in our pursuit for the 
full recognition, respect, and 
implementation of our rights. 
Human rights institutions and 
courts have used the Decla-
ration as a standard to mea-
sure how Canada behaves 
toward our people, our com-
munities, and our nations.



Many of the drafters of the UNDRIP believed that governments and interna-
tional agencies would move quickly to implement the rights and strategies 
articulated in UNDRIP. That has not happened. Nor will it happen on its own.

UNDRIP is a powerful assertion by Indigenous peoples that we have sur-
vived, that we will survive, and that we insist on fair and just treatment by 
national governments and the international community at large. The imple-
mentation of the UNDRIP could prove to be a world-changing development. 

The next step for Canada is Bill C-641.  As this struggle for Indigenous Rights 
continues, empowered by the rights recognized in the UNDRIP, it is vital that 
the Canadian government fully protect and promote our rights within its own 
structure.

How can you help? 
Send a letter from 
your organization 
to my office in fa-
vour of bill C-641. 

Host an open 
house about the 
UNDRIP and dis-
cuss how ratifica-
tion could benefit 
the community.  

Get In Touch

For copies of a petition 
supporting Bill C-641,

For draft letters of vali-
dation, 

For information about 
UNDRIP and Bill C-641,

Romeo Saganash
House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

Telephone: 613-992-3030
Fax: 613-996-0828

 
E-mail: Romeo.Saganash.a2@parl.gc.ca

Collect signatures 
of support in a 
petition and send 
them to my office.








