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SAVING THE WORLD,

:” ' Photo: Pete, Flickr

If you had the opportu-
nity to save the world — how
would you do ite You might
respond with the question,
"Save it from whate” but
even a glance at public
media would suggest that
all is not right in our world.
look at the health of creation
— the state of the environ-
ment. Species are becoming
extinct and global warming
is negatively impacting local
environments around the
world. Or turn to the maijority
of people in the world who
do not have enough fo eat
each day and those who are
sick or die needlessly — sim-
ply because they don't have
access to medical care that
others have. What about the
many insfances of complete
disregard for human life
around the world? If one
places any value in the
created order and quality of
life for all humanity — it's not
difficult to conclude that the
world needs help.

So how does one save
the world2 One might
decide fo redistribute food

sources in a fair and equito-
ble way around the world.
Or perhaps laws could be
passed making it illegal to
carry out any kind of manu-
facturing that harms animals.
One could fry fo expose all
the violence and oppression
carried out against humans
and affempt to hold the per-
petrators accountable.

But the problem with
these strategies is that they
will be effective only if we
can be changed — if human
minds and hearts can be
fransformed to see this world
and each other differently. In
order to save the world, hu-
man minds and hearts need
fo be fransformed. How can
we change the hearts of oth-
ers, renew their minds, and
help them see themselves,
each other, and the world
differentlye

The Creafor is defer-
mined fo save this world and
decided that the only way
fo do that was to become
a human. 2000 years ago,
first century disciples experi-
enced this transformation of

heart and mind in the person
of Jesus of Nazareth. In him,
they saw the fulfilment of Isa-
iah’s prophecy: “For a child
has been born for us.” Those
around the litfle town of Beth-
lehem heard of the words of
angels: “To you is born this
day in the city of David o
Saviour, who is the Messiah,
the Lord.” After his death and
resurrection, Jesus’ iden’rity as
Cod incamate became fully
realized by those around
him: “And the Word became
flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory.”
You and | are witness-
es fo God's fransforming
power. It is in our lives that
the evidence of a world
being saved becomes real.
The best Christmas gift you
can give is fo open yourself
afresh to the |ighT of the
newborn Christ, allowing it
fo shine in and through you.
Blessings of Advent and
Christmas to you. @

= VR

/A Donald Phillips,
Bishop of Rupert’s
Land
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CHRISTMAS TABLES OF MANY KINDS

Sarah Campbell

Do you eat dinner at the
table? With demographics
showing nearly 30% of
homes to be single occupant
residences, and less than
half of families reporting eat-
ing together up fo five fimes
a week, stafistically you
may notl With Thanksgiving
and harvest behind us, and
the bounty and abundance
of Christmas celebrations
ahead, our planning and
celebrating centres so offen
around food.

Why is there such
emphasis on the dinner
table culturally (the highly
idealized family dinner), and
why is the opulence of the
holiday spread so aftractive?
Isn't the dinner table just an-
other reminder of our discon-
nection from the community
ideal that we hold in high
esteem but so regularly fail
fo achieve? Decorated with
a mound of bills and paper-
work, frequently abandoned
in favour of fake out, in my
busy household it more often

represents the chaos that
takes place around its edg-
es, if we make it to a shared
dinner at all.

Yet the dinner table has,
by all accounts, a multifac-
efed, positive impact on
people. Paul Fieldhouse, and
adjunct professor at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba, writes
that eating together, “is also
a cenfral part of social rela-
tionships and cultural rituals,
as well as a symbolic and
a material means of coming
together. Across cultures
and time, food sharing is
an almost universal medium
for expressing fellowship; it
embodies values of hospital-
ity, duty, grafitude, sacrifice
and compassion. The shared
meal is an opportunity not
only fo eat, but also fo talk,
fo create and strengthen
bonds of attachment and
friendship, to teach and
learn.”

Rich in symbolism, ritual,
community, and connection,
its not surprising that we

joyfully anticipate the invita-
fion to the holiday feast. The
dinner table is an equalizing
gothering point for people
from all backgrounds, tradi-
tions, and beliefs.

In Jesus” ministry, his dis-
ciple Matthew comments on
this: “Then it happened that
as Jesus was reclining at the
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table in the house, behold,
many tax collectors and sin-
ners came and were dining
with Jesus and his disciples”
(Matt. 9:10). The table as
well as the master invited
sinners fo join him in break-
ing bread. Some of us may
not find this image difficult to
conjure while sitting across
from grumpy uncle Gus and
gossiping aunt Gertrude at
our own holiday festivities!

The table is an invitation
of Christ, as expressed in

LIVING FAITH

his invitation to share in the
last supper, come together
as equals and experience
grace, remember together,
and celebrate the hope that
is found in Jesus. The table is
as expansive as the ground
around the cross where we
all come as we are. We
leave there transformed,
filled with the provision of
Jesus.

This holiday season, |
invite you to gather, wel-
come, and parfake in the
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hospifality of the season.
Consider those around the
table as equals in their own
pursuit of connection, love,
and celebration, as much as
merry food-munchers. Allow
the holiday table be a place
of grace, care, and hospi-
fality for you and those you
share the table with. As the
letter to the Hebrews reminds
us, "Do not neglect to show
hospifality to strangers, for by
this some have entertained
angels without knowing it
(Heb. 13:2). The table is
set and there is room for all
who wish fo join and share
in the feast. In this, we enact
the hope of Christ that the
season holds. @

A Sarah Campbell is the
Executive Director of
Meals on Wheels in

London, Ontario.
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TRANSFORMING THE WORLD

ONE LAY VOCATION AT A TIME

Shelagh Balfour

At a National Church
gathering, a group of men
and women seftled around
a conference table. It was
a mixed group, comprised
of both clergy and laity.
They had come from
parishes across the country
and were strangers o one
other, so they began with
introductions.

"Hi, my name is
George," said one. "I'm
just a lay person.” “I'm
Judy,” said another. “I'm
nobody, just a lay person.”
Yet another began her
introduction with “I'm
nothing. I'm a lay person.”
She went on to assure the
group her parish priest
was actually present, but
attending another workshop.

This pattern repeated
itself again and again
throughout the conference as
participants and facilitators
alike expressed their inferior
status or apologized for
their lack of qualification to
speak fo the gathering solely
on the basis that they were
lay people, not clergy. They
conveyed the message that
they were “second best,”
tagging along behind the
"real deal,” the clergy they
had come with.

The subject of the
conference was evangelism
in the Anglican Church of
Canada, a subject many
found daunting. People
shared common stories
— being approached by

someone in the mall asking
them if they had been
“saved,” or being stopped
by a person on the street
who asked to pray for them
right then and there. This
was the image of evangelism
many carried, and reactfions
fo it around the room
ranged from nervousness
fo embarrassment. Few felt
comfortable with affempting
it themselves.

The keynote speaker
at the conference shared
a much broader vision of
evangelism, beginning with
her translation of the Great
Commission of Matthew
28:19: "Coing, therefore,
make disciples of all
nations.” Her point was this:
While certain Chrisfians are
gifted with the skills for direct
evangelism — sent into the
world with the specific task
of preaching the Gospel

_Phato: Tetris by Mishka

and converting people to
Christianity — most of us
are not. Nor is that what is
expected.

This doesn't let anyone
off the hook, however. The
rest of us, she said, are
called to evangelize as we
go about our daily lives,
as we work and play and
care for one another. It is
in the way we live the lives
God calls us to that we
demonstrate the good news
of Jesus to others. It is this
lived faith that will create
opportunities for others to get
to know Jesus for themselves.
This model of evangelism
depends, not on highly
frained professionals with
a specific skill set, but on
lay members of the Church
confidently living out their
faith in the midst of their
daily lives.

As | compared this
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vision of evangelism with
what | had heard from lay
delegates at the conference,
it made me wonder, How do
men and women who see
their roles in the Church as
secondary and peripheral
live out a confident faith in
the world2 How can people
who describe themselves
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as “nothing” and “nobody”
envision themselves
demonstrating the good
news of Jesus to others?

In Romans 12:4, Paul
fells us, “For as in one body
we have many members,
and not all the members
have the same function,
so we, who are many,
are one body in Christ,
and individually we are
members one of another.”
There are members of the
Body of Christ whom God
has called to particular,
ordained, leadership roles in
the Church. In the Anglican
Church, we value the orders
of bishop, priest, and
deacon. Equally, though,
God has called members
of the Body to exercise their
ministry in roles we have
come fo view as secular and
therefore somehow irrelevant
to the life of faith.

Consider how the world
would be transformed if we
regarded every role, every
life, as a holy calling — if
the man who drives your
bus in the morning knows
he is called to that task by
CGod, or the grandmother
who cares for her children’s
children. Imagine doctors,

lawyers, nursing assistants,
and McDonald’s fry cooks
confident that this is where
God has called them to be
at this moment in their lives.

I'm sure that, like me,
the other lay people af that
evangelism conference had
roles within their parishes,
whether teachers or lay
readers, administrants or
wardens. What | wished
for each one present was
the gift of seeing that there
is no environment, no role
that is less sacred, less
permeated with the holy than
any other; that wherever we
find ourselves in life, we are
disciples of Jesus living out
his call to us.

My turn around the
conference fable came and |
infroduced myself. “My name
is Shelagh,” I said. “l am not
‘nothing.” | am not ‘nobody.’
| am a lay person.” | pray for
the grace for each of us to
live out our faith confidently,
wherever we find ourselves

in God's world. @

Shelagh Balfour is the

administrative assistant

and an active member of
8t. Peter’s, Winnipeg.
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TO STAY OR GO:
THE MILLENNIAL POST-CHRISTIAN

Allison Courey

Maureen Hanlon, a
30-yearold Winnipegger, is
like many of the Millennials
you may know: baptised
Roman Catholic, she attend-
ed an Anglican church as a
feenager but no longer iden-
tifies as a person of faith.

When | asked her what
changed, her answer wasn't
what you might expect.

It had nothing to do with
righteous indignation against
the abuses of organized
religion; there was no awak-
ening in her education which
convinced her that God
didn't exist. Instead of being
pushed out of the Church

by something negative, she
simply wasn't convinced to
stay by anything positive.

“I'm not a Christian,” she
explained, not because of
anger or distaste, but be-
cause, “l have never heard
the voice of God. | can't
say what [belief]'s right and
what's wrong.”

Maureen assumes that
her peers who remain in
the Church have had @
spiritual encounter that she
never experienced. She even
wishes that she could have
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that sense of belonging, but
fo claim it without evidence
would ring false to her.

While she respects the
many expressions of spiritual-
ity she encounters, Maureen
figures there's enough right
in front of her to occupy her
concern. Instead of trying to
understand the unknowable,
she focuses her energy on
creation care and concrefe
issues of justice.

like much of the “none”
generation — that demo-
graphic which claims no re-
ligious affliation — Maureen
is a product of a postmodern
understanding of truth. It just
doesn’t make sense to her
that one system of belief
would be given precedence
over another in her multicul-
tural, pluralistic, globalized
world.

| asked if she is ever
bothered by a sense of the
unknown. “I'm not worried
about the sense of uncerfain-
ty," she replied. But while
she doesn't consider herself
spiritual, she does acknowl-
edge that there is more fo life
that she doesn’t understand.
It just “seems naturally un-
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knowable to me.”

At a younger age,
Maureen found meaning
and connection in her church
community. Today, she finds
those things elsewhere. Be-
ing outdoors and involvement
in environmental acfivism
give her a sense of purpose,
while she finds community in
friends and family.

The initial disconnection
with religion came from what

This Christmas,
support local -
support Canadian.
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she describes as the circular
reasoning of faith. It was
as if you had to believe in
order to experience i, she
explains, and you had to
experience if in order fo be-
lieve. It increasingly made no
sense within her worldview.
Furthermore, the faith
community she found herself
in was quite conservative
and had no space for wom-
en in leadership. "l became
conscious enough fo realize
that the values I'd been

taught were not my own.”

This caused her o reject
religion entirely af first, but
that rejection softened con-
siderably as she grew older.
"I wish | had a reason to
believe in things | can't see,”
she told me, "I just don't. It's
really beautiful to be part of
a community that's existed for
thousands of years.”

Still, Maureen hopes that
if she has children, they will
be raised in the Church. She

credifs the religion of her
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childhood with teaching “the
basic idea of charity and
kindness” and the realization
that “your life isn't about
you.”

Religion is good for
children, she says, because
excessive empiricism can
make young people become
closed minded. Once they
have absorbed those val-
ues from the Church, they
are welcome fo stay or to
engage those principals
elsewhere.

For her part, having
children is the only thing that
would motivate Maureen to
become involved in a reli-
gious community - unless she
experienced “an epiphany.”
Like so many of her peers,
she finds meaning and com-
munity elsewhere. For her, it's
as simple as that. @

WANTED

West Broadway
Community Ministry
is looking for
volunteers to join
their fundraising
committee. If you're

enthusiastic and
creative, get in touch
with their board
chair, Michael:
michaelkuek45@
hotmail.com
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LIVING FAITH

READING THE BIBLE AS METAPHOR

Dawvid Pate

One of the more annoy-
ing things about public media
today is the way in which
Chrisfianity is presented. With
rare exception, it is generally
assumed that a literal inferpre-
fafion of Scripture is the only
way in which contemporary
Christianity can be under
stood. As a refired priest, |
find that educated friends

with no history of Church con-

necfion assume that my belief
in God is comparable to
belief in fairies af the bottom
of the garden.

| admit that my back-
ground includes a liberal
theological fraining in the
1960s and was buttressed
by three study leaves in
1980s, 1990s, and 2000s
at the Graduate Theological

Union in Berkeley, California.
Having been exposed to
crifical, ono|yﬁco| ’rhinking atf
theological college, | have
always been open to the
understanding of mefaphor in
inferpretation of biblical texs.
Apart from the mefaphor-
ical understanding of the
creation narratives in Gen-
esis, the birth and infancy
narratives of Matthew and
Luke are fanciful stories which
confradict one another. They
are great stories which hold
valuable truth about salva-
fion hisfory, but no historical
information. This is, in part,
because they were both
written nearly one hundred
years affer the birth of Christ.
This need not interfere with
our celebration of the Chris-
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mas season or awareness of
God enfering human history
in Christ any more than the
difficulties in the crucifixion,
resurrection, and ascension
narratives in the Bible destroy
our celebration of the liberat-
ing awareness of God's love
for us in these acs.

To read some of the
comments made by some
members of General Synod
concerming the proposal fo al-
low same-sex marriage in the
Anglican Church of Canada
is almost enough to make one
weep, as if levificus 18 is
the last (or any) word on the
subject of same-sex marriage.

To understand the Bible
as largely shaped by mefa-
phor is fo allow a wonderful,
freeing understanding of
Cod's love and acceptance.
It also frees us from all those
awkward questions about
where Cain got his wife
or what a father should do
about a stubborn and disobe-
dient son (stone him to death
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at the city gates — Deuter-
onomy 21:18]. It provides
some perspective fo Psalm
137, where we are advised
to dash the heads of our
enemies' babies against the
rocks, and St. Paul's some-
what violent wish against
those who argue for circumci-
sion (Galatians 5:12).

A metaphor reveals a
more significant truth than his-
forical accuracy. How much
more welcome is the news
that God cares enough about
us fo enter info our lives than
the news that a young Pales-
finian girl became pregnant
under unusual circumstances
and an older man married
her to legitimize the birth, as
angels and dreams foretold?

1 Timothy 5 (where the
Church is instructed to honour
“real” widows but not oth-
ers) is not a mefaphor; but
it is much more insfructive to
understand it as a political
argument about women in
ministry than an eternal edict
about how “real” widows are
allowed to serve the Church
(read “men” in this case).

A modern worshipper
who accepts a mefaphorical
inferpretation of Scripture can
sit undisturbed and enjoy @
liturgy where the first reading
has God advising Hosea to
marry a prosfitute and have
three children with given
names about how angry
God is with Israel. That same
Sunday, the Gospel reading
is from Luke, where a man is
unhelpful to a neighbour be-
cause he has already gone to

LIVING FAITH

bed: but because of the stub-
bornness of the neighbour,
the man gives in and helps
him. It is much more useful
fo understand the Hosea
reading as teaching that God
will accept us no matter how
much we mess things up, and
the Luke passage as a strong
reminder that we all share
responsibility for one another.
| believe the responsi-
bility of the Christian living
in 2016 is to help others to
have the positive, hopeful ex-
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heart and home
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perience of knowing a living

God and a risen Christ. @

A David Pate is a retired
priest and an honorary
assistant at St. Paul’,
Fort Garry.
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PARISH NEWS

The annual old fashioned Christmas at the

little stone church and heritage site will
be December 3, 12:30-4:00 p.m. Join
the community for music, refreshments, o
bazaar, carriage rides, and fours of the
old rectory.

There will be a Christmas rummage sale

on December 3, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Holy Trinity’s old fashioned Christmas
evensong will be December 4 at 7:00
p.m. Period dress reminiscent of 1885 is
welcome.

The Seniors’ Information Days series
is hosting a discussion on real esfate
fransitions, including downsizing, leasing,

and family land, on December 7 at 2:00
p.m.

The Christmas cookie walk and bake sale
will be December 10, 10:00 a.m.-12:00
p.m. Come get your Christmas baking!

st. benedict's is hosting a “longest night”
service in recognition that Advent and
Christmas can be difficult for many
people. Come to a simple service

of reflection, music, and worship on
December 20 at 7:00 p.m., whether this
is a particularly difficult year for you or if
the holidays are always a struggle.

All are welcomed for refreshments and
fellowship at the Anglican Lutheran Centre

on December 7, 3:00-6:00 p.m.

A list of the festivals of lessons and carols

happening throughout the Diocese can be
found on the Rupert's Land News website.
If your parish’s service is not listed, please
update us with your information.

Donations of new or gently used gifts
are needed for the low cost Christmas
gift store in Winnipeg's West End. Gift
wrapping supplies and volunteers are
also needed for the store, which runs
December 13-16. Please drop off
donations at the West End Commons on

the 13.

Our inner city ministry umbrella
organization has released a Christmas
catalogue listing ways fo support
Winnipeg's underloved. Buy coffee for a
day, warm socks, or support a mentorship
program in the name of someone on your
Christmas list. Check out the catalogue
on ifs website to make a donation and
receive a card of thanks for your loved
one.
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Giﬁs for Mission

Gifts for Mission brings together the
ministries of The Anglican Church of
Canada and ifs pariner, The Primate’s
World Relief and Development Fund
(PWRDF). Give a gift this Christmas in
support of international deve|opmenf,
northern ministry, or whatever it is your
loved one cares about. Full defails
and available gifts can be found in the
catalogue included with December’s

Anglican Journal or on the Gifts for Mission

website.

The traditional Christmas pageant,
complete with actors, choir, and pipe
organ, is December 3 at 4:00 and 7:00

p.m.

A Christmas cookie walk and bake sale
will be held at the church on December
10, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Get your

Christmas baking all at once!

The Bishop is please to announce that

a new editor has been hired for Rupert's
land News. Kyla Neufeld attends st.
benedict's table and comes to us with
strong editing experience as well as a
background in Bible and theology. Kyla
will begin transitioning into her new role
this month and infroduce herself more fully
in the January magazine.
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An Amnesty International letter-writing event
for the Infernational Day for Human Rights
will be held at the church on December
10, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Join them to
write a letter on behalf of a a person who
is wrongfully imprisoned or persecuted
somewhere around the world. Cases and
letterwriting supplies are supplied.

In celebration of the 40th anniversary of
women fo the priesthood, a gathering of
women priests is being held in Stratford,
Ontario, November 28-December 1
Karen Laldin and Bonnie Dowling are
aftending the celebration on behalf of
Rupert's Land.

The 2017 Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity is January 18-25. To mark the 500th
anniversary since the beginning of the
Reformation in Europe, this year's theme
will be “Reconciliation — the love of Christ
compels us.” Waitch the events page for
local details as they become available.

The annual cookies and carols open
house is December 8, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Join them for refreshments, singing, and
good cheer.
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On January
the bell at St. Alban’s, Keno-
ra, will peal 100 fimes, not
only greeting the New Year,
but celebrating 134 years of
ministry in Kenora and 100
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In order fo create your-
self, you first need to under-
stand yourself. You must learn
who you are within your own
confext and in relationship to
both God and those around
you.

This is a major growing
year for me. | have entered
the Sisterhood of St. John
the Divine in Toronfo to walk
alongside the sisters for a
time of spiritual discernment
in their new companions pro-
gram. It has not been easy
fo leave friends and family,
some of whom do not under-
stand what | am doing. Still,
| feel that | am meant to be
here to more fully understand
my relationship with God.

years at the Main Street
building.

Anglican services began
in Kenora in 1882 and the
first church was built two
years later. After the loss
of two buildings to fire, St.
Alban’s current building was
constructed in 1917. 100
years lafer, they give thanks
to God and to those who
came before them, who,
with courage and hope,
built the place of worship.

It is here that we begin our
service fo others.

Their anniversary kick-off
was the sale of 100 glass
votive holders, created by
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In d|scern|ng whefher
or not fo join the Sisters this
year, the most important
advice | received was from
God. listening to God and
frusting is not an the easiest
concept for me. Under-
standing why | am here is
not clear yet, and | suspect
that there will be lessons
about myself, how to live in
community, and how God is
alive in my life. | am learning
fo create a life rather than
hoping fo find it.

In the past two months,
| have gone though many
changes, asked a lof of
questions, and contemplated
my future. The questions that
come up are some of the

the children and sold at this
year's Christmas Tea. They
raised over $450, which
will be used to assist in
building their second school
in Vietnam. Then plan fo fill
their entire anniversary year
with celebration, as they dis-
cover more opportunities fo
reach out fo their community
and to the world, thanks to
the children’s leadership.
There is an open invita-
fion to join the congregation
in worship and prayer as
they celebrate the first 100
years of ministry from their

building and look forward to
the next 100.

gt

hardest questions that | have
asked myself. The support
of this community has been
crucial for my discernment
process.

Discernment here looks
different for each compan-
ion. Our typical day is quite
busy: chapel, prayer, work,
and study. If you are interest
ed in next year's program,
please contact Sister Con-
stance Joanna, the compan-
ions coordinator, at com-
panion|@ssid.ca. Be sure to
check out the companions’
website and blog at www.
ssjdcompanions.org.

Amanda Avery is an SSD
companion from Halifax
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VIA MEDIA

THE MESSIAH IN THE TIME OF TRUMP

Adam Smith

-

In the warm, spindled
foyer where | go to universi-
ty, there hangs a collection
of paintings. On the stairway
they are flanked by portraits
of nineteenth century univer-
sity doyens, in anachronistic
yet recognizable clothing
— principles, deans, emeriti.
They are joined in the middle
by six bearded and awk-
wardly collared reformers,
gawking pensively at each
other past their gold-ribbed
picture frames.

At the far end, on the
wall just adjacent to my
firstever university classroom,
dangles Richard Hooker. He
is the Anglican of this group.
Looking stoic and tranquil,
he stands in the foreground

of an English meadow split
by a lazy stream. Wearing
a black cassock topped with
a billowed ruff, Hooker's
hands are almost raised in
prayer. Only the tips of his
fingers are touching, spread
apart, in a reversed rabbinic
blessing. Surely, it speaks o
the tranquil orderliness that
the arfist wanted fo convey.

| noficed the painting while
an undergraduate and,
since the election of Donald
Trump, have been thinking
about Richard Hooker and
this painting again.

The Anglican Church, of
course, was founded be-
cause of a dispute over the
nature of political authority,
a crisis between the secular
and sacred. In the Act of Su-
premacy of 1558, the state
affirmed itself as the head of
the Church. The full ramifica-
fions of this are arficulated in
the work of Richard Hooker,
surely the most compendious
thinker Anglicanism has ever
produced.

The results of Hooker's
oversized volumes collected
as The Llaws of Ecclesiastical
Polity shape the Anglican
Church and its establishments
as a state Church. And so it
was thusly, the Church of En-
gland found itself ensconced
within the machinery of
the state, theorized latterly
by Richard Hooker, one of
the first faces | saw when |

started attending university. In
the early weekday mornings
when I had to walk through
Hooker's imposing shad-

ow, as now, | couldn't help
but think that Hooker had
missed something essential.
Can Christianity be reduced
merely to a spirituality that
both infermixes with and
undergirds the state? What
are we to make, then, of the
Messiah who also happens
fo have been crucified by the
state?

In his book The Time
that Remains, the Italian
philosopher Giorgio Agam-
ben wants fo remind us that
Christianity is messianic, and
moreover that it posits that
we live in the time after the
Messiah. But don't we know
this already? This, | would ar-
gue, is what Hooker misses
when he wants to legislate
a non-acrimonious relation-
ship with the state. To clarify,
messianic time is not itself the
end, the apocalypse where
fime finally exhausts and
yields ifself to efernity. Rather,
it is the time of the end, the
penultimate fime between
the Messiah and the end:
the “already” that is also the
"notyet.” As Paul writes, it
is the contraction of time;
and so it changes the way
we experience fime itself.

In messianic time, the time
that now is, we are to live
and experience differently,
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aware that time is coming to
an end. The end that is Jesus
— the messiah — has already
arrived and thus we are in
the time that it takes time to
end.

These seemingly paro-
doxical formulations have but
one goal: to realize that, as
Paul says, “The appointed
time has grown short” (1
Cor. 7:29). This means that
the Church must recognize
the potential and fecundity
that exists within the imme-
diate, and that deference
or deferral is no longer
possible. The Greek word
for "grown short” (synestal-
menos) has the connotation
of contraction, such as that
of wrapping up a bandage
or the furrowing of sails. By
this, Paul means that time
takes on a distended tight-
ness, and that we are in the
"now” time of the Messiah.

If the messianic time
involves a different way of
experience this penultimate
time, this time that it takes for
time to end, and it does so
be revoking the validity all
vocations, this means rec-
ognizing that every political
authority is essentially ille-
gitimate. Paul structures this
as the “asnot”: "And those
who buy as though they had
no possessions, and those
who deal with the world as
though they had no deal-
ings with it. For the present
form of this world is passing

VIA MEDIA

away” (1 Cor. 7:30-31).

Here we can see the
structure of Paul's messianic
version of fime: the ultimate
changes the penultimate, not
by abolishing it, but by ren-
dering it inoperative, to use
Agamben’s technical term.
This is why Agamben sees
the specific vocation of the
Messiah as the revocation all
vocations. Paul and the early
Church called the legitimacy
of the powers that be — and
indeed the law itself — info
question without entering into
conflict with them, but rather
by considering them inopera-
five, given the coming of the
Messiah.

Perhaps, by keeping
the faith of the Messiah
in mind, this can open a
space for Anglicans (and all
Christians), contrary to the
political deference that is
enjoined fo Anglicans in the
political theology of Rich-
ard Hooker et al., to both
symbolically and politically
resist. This will enable us
fo actively resist, fight, and
refuse the explicit racism,
vulgar sexism, veiled white
supremacy, anti-Semitism,
and outright fascism that
is not only endemic fo, but
also constitutive of, our time,
especially the time of Trump's
presidency.

Perhaps we will also see
that it is not our job fo offer
conciliation or wellwishes to
Trump and other illegitimate

powers, fo reconcile our-
selves to them, or work with
them in any way. Rather,

we are fo blotch them with
the question mark that is the
Gospel, nothing other than
the crucified Messiah, while
simultaneously resisting the
very real political implica-
fions of Trump's presidency.
In the last instance, the ques-
tion is: can the Church live
out the political ramifications
of its original assertion that,
as the theorist Jacob Taubes
puts is, “it wasn't the nomos
[law] but rather the one who
was nailed to the cross by
the nomos who is the imper-
ator.” Will we defer this yet
further with our usual political
theologies? The Anglican
Church must af least remem-
ber that messianic time is
nothing other than the now.
Time, indeed, grows short. @

A Adam Smith is a
Rupert'’s Lander
completing an MA in
religious philosophy
at the University of
McGill.
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