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FROM THE EDITOR

HAPPY NEW YEAR

December will be a
mixture of uncertainty and
hope. It is the nature of
Advent, as we wait anew
for the mystery of the
incarnation. In this issue, you
will find a reflection on what
it's like to spend Christmas in
prison, a discussion on the
upcoming federal legislation
on prostitution, a theological
explanation of the old “pistis
christou” debate, and more.

As you read the piece
on Advent practices, you are
invited to join the discussion
online to share the things
you or your family do during
Advent. Perhaps together we
can find new ways to slow
down and wait this season!
Join us at rupertslandnews.
ca/adventpractices.

"Blue Christmas” is @
reflection on the tensions of
the Advent sfory, recognizing
that while this is a joyful time
of year for many, there are
always those among us who
struggle through this season.
My prayer for you is that
no matter where you find
yourself this Advent, you will
have the opportunity fo be

still in anticipation.

At Rupert's Land News,
we have begun the third
and final phase of the
new format, which is the
"sustainability” phase. This
means broadening our
feam fo include a greater
diversity of people across the
diocese as well as calling for
regular subscriptions. If each
subscriber gave an annual
donation of just $12, RIN
would be sustainable far into
the future. The recommended
subscription is $20;
donations of $25 or more
will receive a tax receipt.
Please send your subscription
fees to Bernice Funk, c/o
Anglican Lutheran Centre. @

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SPOTLIGHT ON HUMAN RIGHTS:

While Winnipeg was
celebrating the opening of
the Human Rights Museum,
hundreds of us gathered to
hear about a fragic case of
human rights neglect. Dennis

Edney shared with us his
passion for his client Omar
Khadr. Edney’s admiration
for this young man who
has suffered so much shines

through his conviction that our

St Clements Mapleton
Columbanum and Ci

urchyard

1178 River Road
St Andrews Manitoba

Call for info
204-482-7237

Serving all faiths as a place of final rest

human rights record has not
been upheld by our justice
system.

Khadr is a victim
of injuries, forture, and
imprisonment. He was a
"child soldier” and held in
Guantanamo by the US
military. He is now 27,
released to the Canadian
justice system, and held in
solitary confinement. Dennis
Edney says, “Omar wishes fo
be a doctor, and when | ask
him why, he says because
| never want people o be
abused like me... Omar has
no bitterness; he has nothing
but forgiveness.” Every
week, our Rupert's land
Peace and Justice Circle
remembers Omar’s case.

— Fletcher Stewart,
St. Matthew’s, Winnipeg @
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TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

READERS ARE SAYING...

— Teresa Cameron,
St. Paul’s, Fort Garry

— Alan Marsh,
St. Mary la Prairie

— Jocelyn Barnard,
St. Bartholomew’s

As one who counts Lynn Just a note to let you | know for a fact that in
Pafe as a dear friend and know that we absolutely love  years gone by, we outside
has been blessed to join her  the new format and confent  of Winnipeg have had to
around many of those fables  of the RIN. It is much easier  put up with “perimeteritis”.
and experience her hospitality 1o read and this morning | It has happened too many
many times over many years,  took it down to the dock to sit  times. So if you could start
I think you “got her"! in the sun. to redress the imbalance, |

would be so grateful, and
that would encourage us

l ~_ dll to submit other relevant
< articles. Thank you in

advance.

S . &
Assiniboine. g

(: R E D- | T U N I O N St. Chad's, Winnipeg

Just wanting o let you know
how much | am enjoying

Mennonite Church Canada the online RIN. It seems to
- arrive when | most need fo
Resour ce Centre hear a message! | would
also welcome the possibility
of being able o “share”

Borrow buy or download individual articles or links
T .
over 12,000 unique books, DVDs, study materials on Fﬁcehﬁook. It m'QQT be
and inspirational titles — for the home and congregation. worthwhile 1o spread great
news and ideas, and fo
“Your church has contributed so much richness make folks aware of the
to the fabric of Christian life and community in our worla!

publication. Even if we can't

e Conte ool Becas s such a serely necessarily put their butts in
esource Centre is so wonderful because it has such a varie. :
of thought provaking onlfine resources in one place. | am definitely pesz on Sundoy mormng,
going to fook into a membership. Thank you so much for the work you do.” | think there are still a lot of

- United Church, ON people out there who would

be infrigued and enlightened
through exposure to RIN and
The Anglican Journal in their
new formats. @

- Anglican Church, B.C.

Try it today for 57, or an Annual Membership for $30.
See resources.mennonitechurch.ca/Policy for details,

www.resources.mennonitechurch.ca
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PASTORAL NOTE

ARE YOU

WATCHING OR WAITING?

Donald Phillips

| spend a lot of my life
waiting. Sometimes | am
waiting for something | look
forward to and wishing
the time would go by more
quickly. Other times, | am
rushing fo finish a task (or
more likely a bunch of tasks)
and | am waiting, in dread,
for time to run out — fearing
it will happen before I'm
finished.

As | look around, | am
conscious of people all
around me... waiting. Wor-
ried parents are waiting for
their alienated teenager to
come home, while in other
families, children hide in
their rooms waiting for Mom
or Dad to emerge from their
alcoholic stupor. Seven-
teen-year-olds wait with
great anticipation for their
next birthday — eager to

explore their new found free-

dom and responsibility. Six-

ty year-olds become increas-

ingly concerned about their
advancing age — waiting
for the lay-off notice or the
early retirement package to
be thrust upon them. In all
of these instances, there is a
sense of powerlessness for
those who wait.

Jesus didn't say much to
his disciples about waiting,
except perhaps affer his res-
urrection when he fold them
to wait in Jerusalem until
they had received “power

from on high” before af-
tempting to be his witnesses.
But he did exhort them to
watch — watch for the signs
of the coming Kingdom of
God. He constantly remind-
ed his disciples to “remain
alert,” to “stay awake,” so
that they were prepared
fo see and experience the
in‘breaking of God's reign.
Watching is very differ-
ent from waiting. Waiting
often has uncerfainty around
it. It positions one in a pas-
sive mode, perhaps even as

a victim, life being temporar-

ily suspended until someone
or something else takes ac-
fion. Watching, on the other
hand, is active and carries
with it the expectation of
action: action that one can
and will engage with and
respond fo.

We are beginning a
time of year that the Church
has named as “Advent,”
four weeks of preparation
for Christmas. But it is not a
period of waiting for Christ-
mas. Instead, it is a time of
watching for Christmas —
watching for the evidence in
ourselves and others that the
birth of the Christ Child has
forever changed this world.
It is a time of watching for
opportunities fo offer our
life of discipleship in this
world that God is saving
and blessing. It is a period

/\ Donald Phillips,

Bishop of Ruperts Land

of watching for the atti-
tudes and fears in our lives
that block the revelation of
God's transforming love in
Christmas and releasing
those to the cleansing pow-
er of the Holy Spirit.
Watchfulness begins
from the conviction that
there is something (and
someone) to watch forl
When | am watching, | am
focused outward, ready fo
experience and engage
with whatever is happening
around me. If | am wafching
for the light of Christ in the
world around me, | am not
pre-occupied with myself. |
am not waiting fo catch the
"Christmas spirit.” Rather,
| am watching for ways in
which the spirit of Christmas
might engage me and bring
me alongside what God is

doing — in my community,
in my workplace, and in my
family.

So don't wait for Christ
mas — watch for itl @
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ADVENT

EXPECTING CHRIST
IN A SMARTPHONE AGE

Donald McKenzie

| love my technology. | love
social media. We have new
ways of communication that
were previously only the
domain of science fiction
writers. Yet with every gain,
there comes loss. One noto-
ble loss seems to be in our
inability to let any story play
out. It is easier than ever for
us to fall prey to halftruths
and outright lies simply be-
cause they are presented in
a compelling visual form.
Along with this, technology
continues to speed up our
lives. One consequence of
this is that it becomes harder
and harder for us to imagine
a world any different from
the one that is. We put all

of our energies info frying to
cram as much activity into as
litle time as possible.
Advent is the Church’s New
Year. New Year's is always
a ftime of new prospects and
new possibilities. However, it
is hard to discover these new
prospects and possibilities

while we are simply trying
to keep up with a world
moving at an ever increasing
speed.

Advent invites us to slow
down. The confemporary
themes for the four weeks of
Advent are hope, love, joy,
and peace. None of these
are properly experienced, or
even experienced at all, ot
breakneck speeds. love, joy,

and peace are found as part

of the Fruit of the Spirit listed
in Galatians 5:22-23. If we
look at the rest of that list we
find, “patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gen-
fleness, and self-control.”
These, too, are qudlities that
speak of a life that is not in
a hurry. Too often, we are
encouraged fo live a life that
is marked by what we do.
Advent encourages us fo live
lives that are marked by who
we are and how we relate
fo one another.

Advent is also the time when
the Church traditionally
looks forward to the return
of Christ. Some seem to
want fo find ways fo speed
this up. Yet we are asked to
live in this future reality now,
and not worry ourselves over
fimes and dates.

We sing “Joy to the World.”
Too often, this hymn gets
classified with our Christmas
music, yet Advent is its prop-
er season.

T

Joy to the world, the Lord is coms!
Let earth receive her King;

Let exery leart prepars Him roont,

And Hoovent and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Hooen, and Heavex,
and naturg sing.

Joy to the carth, the Saviour reigns!
Let all their songs employ ;

While fields and floods,
rocks, ills and plains

Repeat. the sounding joy,
Repeat the
sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy

L 0

Joy to the earth, the Saviour
reigns. As Bishop Don stated
in his pastoral letter following
the shootings in Ottawa,
“This is still God's world.”
This always has been and
always will be God's world.
Advent invites us to slow
down, ponder, and reflect
on how this world could be

different if we embraced the
fact that “This is still God's
world.” @

<l Donald McKenzie is the incumbent at St. Philip’s, Norwood
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CHRISTMAS

CHRIST CHILD
SHOWS UP IN PRISON

Norman Collier

"Would you want to be
born in a prisong”

The question was pretty
direct, and somehow our
Christmas conversation had
steered info uncharted terri-
fory. But it was exactly the
kind of question | had been
hoping for.

Since the beginning
of December, | have been
meeting with small groups
of Agassiz residents fo talk
about Christmas. It doesn't
take much imagination to re-
alize that Christmas in a jail
is not going fo be the same
as Christmas in your living
room. There is no fireplace,
no Christmas pudding, no
pretty packages, no warm
candlelight glow, no family.
Christmas looks pretty bleak.

Facing me are 10 young
feens frying to put the Christ-
mas story together. They are
in jail for good reason. One
is an auto thief, one traffics
drugs, several are here for
assault. Robbery, imper-
sonation, breaching court
orders; even second degree
murder. It is all here in this
room.

Several of them know the
story, and with a litlle help
they can identify Mary and
Joseph, Bethlehem, and the
three Wise Men. But what
do all these details mean,
beyond a sentimental por-
frayal of the first Christmas?

So | start to explain that
the eternal and omnipotent
God did something unimagr-

inable. God could have cho-
sen fo be born in a castle,
fo appear with power and
glory, to settle info the lap
of luxury, to visit the greafest
city in the world. But that's
not what we got. Insfead,
God appeared in rural Beth-
lehem with a teenage mom,
in a barn that stank with ma-
nure. God could have had
the best, but instead God
chose the worst.

To get the discussion go-
ing, | ask them where God
might appear today if Jesus
were fo be born in 2014.
Where are the places of
need, the places of poverty,
the forgotten places, the
rough places?

| wait anxiously.

Suddenly, one guy says
a broken home.

Another shouts out Af-
ghanistan.

Someone from Winnipeg
says Jarvis and Main.

Photo Credit: Mary of Nazareth,

Ignatius Press Films

And the guy beside me
says Agassiz.

The perfect answer.
Then another resident asks,
"Would you want to be
born in a prison2” And the
answer, of course, is no. No
one would. Except God.

Christmas is the cele-
bration of the Incamation.

It means that God became
flesh af the place of our
greatest need. God does not
require perfection or respect-
ability. God simply requires
our need — and is ready to
be born at any moment in
the heart of all who call out
for help.

Your Christmas might
include presents and family
and carols. But it won't be
Christmas until it includes the
birth of Christ in the place of
your greafest need. In prison

orout. @

Norman Collier is chaplain at
Agassiz Youth Centre.
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NEW LAWS

YES, NO, OR SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN:
THE CHANGING FACE OF SEX WORK LEGISLATION

This month in the “‘Burning Bush,” we take a look at the proposed changes to national prostitution
legislation, the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act (Bill C-36). We first hear from
Michelle Brock, co-founder of the NGO, Hope for the Sold. Part Two has been submitted by Bruce
Bryant-Scott, priest at St. Matthias’ Church in Victoria, B.C.

MICHELLE BROCK IS IN FAVOUR OF BILL C-36:

On June 4, Justice Minis-
fer Peter MacKay infroduced
the Protection of Communi-
ties and Exploited Persons
Act (Bill C-36). The bill was
drafted as a response fo last
year's Supreme Court deci-
sion, which ruled Canada’s
existing prostitution laws to
be unconsfitutional. Parlio-
ment was given one year fo
propose new legislation in
response. And now the fime
has come. For the first time in
Canada’s history:

« the buying of sexual
services would be illega

- prostituted/frafficked
people will be seen as
victims of coercion or circum-
stance

« the government will
provide millions of dollars to
help women and youth leave
the sex trade

For far too long, prosti-
fution has been an anony-
mous, low-risk activity for
those seeking to purchase
sex. Considering that prosti-
fution has a high degree of
violence (regardless of legal
context), the only way to
reduce the harm on a wide,
longterm scale is to reduce
demand for paid sex. If
parinered with an awareness
campaign that educates Ca-
nadians about the realities

of prostitution, we have an
opportunity to shift the way
people view the purchase
of sex, and we will make
great strides foward gender
equality.

The bill marks a para-
digm shift in how we view
people who sell sex. It is
no longer assumed that
they are criminals; rather,
they are seen as vulnerable
people who need profection
and services. If police are
adequately trained, this law
gives those selling sex the
ability to reach out to police
if they need help.

Our two options as a
country right now are Bill
C-36 or full decriminalizo-
tion. Do we want fo make it
easier or harder for people
fo purchase sex? If we want
fo take a stand against com-
mercial sexual exploitation,
Bill C-36 is worth consider-
ing. It's likely that there will
be a court challenge. How-

ever, the three things that pro-

sex work groups requested
at the Supreme Court have
been granted: a person can
now sell sex out of an indoor
space, they can hire security
and accountants, and they
can communicate for the
purposes of sex as long as
it's not in an area where chil-

dren could reason-
ably be expected
fo be present.

But some want
fo take it further.
They want full de-
criminalization, in-
cluding the buying
of sex, even though
the majority of Ca-
nadians disagree.
They want to
expand the market
for paid sex, while
the government is
irying to decrease
sexual exploitation.
Considering that
prostitution dispro-
portionately affects marginal-
ized and vulnerable groups,
and is rife with violence
regardless of legal context,
the government's decision fo
reduce demand for paid sex
is definitely a move in the
right direction.

We applaud Minister
MacKay on his courageous
first step of infroducing
legislation that recognises the
need for addressing demand
and for pledging much need-
ed funding for frontline pro-
grams. let's continue to push
ahead and work together to
ensure safety and dignity for
women, men, and children. @

A Many se:

would make it i

8
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BRUCE BRYANT-SCOTT IS OPPOSED TO BILL C-36:

Bill C-36 has passed
the House of Commons and
will undoubtedly pass on to
become law. It looks like a
natural thing for Christians to

¢ workers oppose the new law which
llegal to hire them. Photo: Reuters

support, and, indeed, many
Evangelical and Roman Cath-
olic groups have given vocal
support. Yet a group of nearly
forty Anglicans based on Van-
couver Island, clergy and lay,
have publicly opposed it with
a signed submission fo the
House of Commons Justice
Committee and the media.
Together, we wrofe:

"First, we believe that
it infringes upon the human
rights of sex workers to
health, safety, and life. It
disregards the issues raised
by the Supreme Court of
Canada when it struck down
the provisions of the Criminal
Code that target sex work-

EE T

ers. It simply re-inscribes the
old provisions in different
language, and will result in
immediate legal challeng-
es. This does not further the
welfare of sex work-
ers, but continues their
marginalization.

"Second, the
proposed Bill C-36
will drive sex work-
ers and their clients
further underground,
putting sex workers af
even greater threat of
violence.

"Third, there was
almost no consultation
with sex workers or
their advocates prior fo
the drafting of this bill;
the viewpoints shared
in the online consulta-
fion by these parties
were not duly consid-
ered. The provisions
of this bill run counter
fo a considerable
body of sex work research
conducted in Canada and
other jurisdictions. The
provisions of the bill are
not based on evidence, but
unproven assumptions. (The
most current research info
the actual situation of sex
workers in Canada - funded
by the Federal Government's
Institute for Health Research
— can be found in the “Team
Grant Working Paper” af
undersfandingsexwork.com).

"Fourth, there is no
meaningful provision to deal
with the underlying eco-
nomic and social conditions
that result in many people
engaging in sex work. This

bill continues to criminalize
poverty, especially amongst
indigenous peoples, youth
coming from government
care, women with disabil-
ities, and lower income
single mothers, who are all
disproportionately represent-
ed among sex workers.

“While we can debate
the pros and cons of sex
work in our Canadian soci-
ety, and bring our religious
beliefs to bear upon both
sides of this question, we are
all agreed that this proposed
legislation does nothing
fo advance the welfare of
sex workers and, in fact, it
increases the potential for
dangerous situations.”

| am concerned that
something which is a pre-
cious gift from God is being
freated as just another com-
modity. However, | have no
interest in seeing sex workers
continue fo be marginalized
and be made victims of
violence. The shadow of the
B.C. Missing VWomen's Com-
mission and the forty-nine
murders of Robert Pickion
hangs over this bill. Nothing
in this legislation will serve
fo prevent another series of
atrocities. As Christians, do
we not have a responsibility
fo speak up on the part of
those whose voice is not

hearde @

Interested in writing for The
Burning Bush? In February, we
will address “The Téen Percent
Tiithe — a thing of the past?”
The deadline for submission is
December 10.
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COMMUNITY

PARISH NEWS

> St. Andrew’s, Woodhaven

On December 14 at 4:00 p.m., St.
Andrew’s is holding a “Blue Christmas”
service, marking the darkest week of the
year. This is partficularly for those who
find this time of year painful and difficult.
See their article at rupertslandnews.ca/
blue-christmas.

> Festival of Lessons and Carols
You can find a list of the parishes offering
the ancient festival of lessons and carols on

our website: rupertslandnews.ca/festival-of-

lessons-and-carols. Email the editor to have
your parish added to the list.

> Book Challenge

Brent Neumann, inferim priest at St.
Ceorge’s, Crescentwood, has creafed

a library challenge for Headingley
Correctional Centre. Parishes are invited to
collect soft cover books of all kinds for the
prison, with the goal of collecting 1500

books. For more information, contact Brent:
(204) 452-5642

> Advent

The first Sunday of Advent is November
30, marking the beginning of a new
Church year. The colour of Advent is blue
or purple. For those parishes using the Re-
vised Common Lectionary, we are now in

year "2" for daily prayer services and year

"B" for Eucharistic services.

ROUND UP

> Interfaith Prayer Circle

The group is continuing to meet inside the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights on
Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. for 15 minutes
(past the Ghandi sfatue outside, bearing to
the right and through the public entrance).
They stand for a period of contemplation,
concluding with a short prayer from vari-
ous fraditions. All are welcome.

> Trinity Conference

This year's conference is “Creating Com-
mon Good,” held at Trinity, VWall Street,
in New York City. Speakers include Justin
Welby and Cormel West. Join the confer-
ence by webcast af St. John's Cathedral,
Winnipeg, January 22-24. For more
information, visit rupertslandnews.ca/cre-
afing-common-good.

>PWRDF

Anglicans coast to coast, including our

own Jeanne Bryan, priest at Emmanuel,
Ignace, rode their bikes to raise money

for PYWRDF's work in South Sudan. Well

done, Jeanne! Read about it of pwidf.org.

> Order of Rupert’s Land

Every two years, the Order of Rupert's
land is awarded in recognition of ouf
standing support and leadership in the
Church. This year, the recipients are
Cathy Mondor and Donna Cawker.
Cathy is the longtime Administrative
Assistant for the Diocese, and Donna has
served in a wide variety of roles in the
Church and community. Congratulations,
Cathy and Donnal Read about their
accomplishments at rupertslandnews.ca/

orderofrupertsland-2014.

> St. Peter’s, Winnipeg

The annual Jazz Vespers for Advent will
be held Friday, December 12, at 7:30
p.m., featuring the Bob Waitts frio with
Pablo Cardenas on piano and Steve
Kirby on bass. All are welcome.
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HOME LITURGY

HURRY UP & WAIT
PRACTICING ADVENT AT HOME

In our churches across
the diocese, Advent tends to
look pretty predictable. We
have set colours, prayers,
and practices in use from
Portage la Prairie to Atiko-
kan. But while there are only
four Sundays in
Advent, there
are some 21
days we spend
at work and
home. The
practices during
those days vary
from person fo
person and from
family to family.
For many, this
is a sacred fime
for themselves
and a valuable
teaching period
for their families.

One father,
his children now
grown, explains
that when they
were small, he
began putting
out a sfable
and animals on
the first Sunday of Advent.
Mary and Joseph were set
up on the other side of the
house, so that as Christmas
approached they would
come closer and closer o
the stable. Finally, on Christ-
mas Eve, the baby would
be placed in the manger.
This worked well for their
family, because the children
were able fo enter the sfory

through tactile learning. On
Christmas Day, the Wise
Men would begin their own
journey from the other side
of the house, slowly moving
fo join the Holy Family on
Epiphany (January 6).

A young mother fells @
similar story of inviting her
children to join in Advent
practice. They use a choc-
olate calendar from Ten
Thousand Villages because
the chocolate is fair trade
and fells the story of the co-
coa farmers who produced it
alongside the story of Mary’s
journey to Bethlehem. She
explains that this is important

for her because “a journey
towards justice is linked with
awaiting the Messiah.”

Another family, whose
children are now teenagers,
still have an Advent wreath
on the dinner table and lights
the appropriate can-
dles each evening.
They observe together
the family prayers
found in the green
Book of Alternative
Services (BAS) on
page 68/. Over
the years, this prac-
fice has taught both
children and parents
the importance of
stillness, quiet, and
patience as they
await the Christ Child
in the midst of a busy
season.

A seminary stu-
dent, in the midst of
her busy routine, has
discovered a beautiful
online resource put
out by Lutheran chap-
lains in Ontario. At
the end of a day full
of studies and classes, she
quiets herself beside the Ad-
vent wreath to read a short
reflection, listen to a piece of
music, and meditate on the
daily art piece. This year's
Advent blog, produced by
Lutherans Connect, can be
found at lcadventdevotion-
al2014 blogspot.com.
Continued on Page 12...
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HOME LITURGY

Her friend, a young
priest, has found life in redis-
covering some of the ancient
Advent prayers used in
monastic fraditions. He uses
the O Antiphons, traditionally

recited during the seven days
before Christmas and found s bOﬁ‘ﬂOﬁd,;A@MOSCPWG
on page 119 of the BAS, Virgin Mary,

Recently, he has also been
using the Advent Novena,

a meditative prayer dating
back to the Middle Ages.
Starting on St. Andrew’s
Day, November 30, it is tro-

ditionally recited fifteen times 0wy God,

a day until Christmas. A to qupi‘al{@‘
"Novena” is a simple prayer aud grant wy dasires
used repeatedly in order to . '
meet God in a place of sfill (WMMUI)&I[OW@M&SC)
ness and meditation. In the WOMQ“UI@MWO}S’
case of the Advent Novena, Our Savour Jesus Cluist,

the purpose is to, “help us
increase our awareness of
the real meaning of Christ-
mas and help us prepare
ourselves spiritually for His
coming.”

T
Hail and blessed be the

hour and woment

i which the Son of God

ot widuigit, in Bethlohent,
it the pisreing cold.

T that hour vouchsage,

T beseech. Thee,

and of His Blessed Mather.

Antent.

Other practices across the di-
ocese are aimed at enabling
us to slow down and be still
in anficipation of Christ, not
an easy fask when the hustle
and bustle of Christmas shop-
ping begins before Advent
does! Some have chosen

fo not shop during Decem-
ber and or fo listen only to
Adventthemed music. Many
put up decorations and listen
fo music as part of their
anticipation during Advent,
while others put this off unfil
Christmas Eve. In the BAS,
more Advent prayers and
medifations can be found on
pages 86, 96, 105, and
268-272. No matter what
your own practice, may

you find room to be sill and
watch for Christ this season. @

Free Up.

Did you know that in 1956, General
Synod established a Foundation to receive
donations for the purpose of disbursing
financial assistance across the country, It
was also agreed that every parish give a
%50 donation every year to support their
Foundation.

Get on Board Ask your church wardens
if your parish is a member. 3 of 50 parishes
in the Diocese of Rupert’s Land are annual
donors, We need 47 more parishes in your
diocese to Free Up Fifty in 2015,

Free Up Fifty is our 2015 campaign for every
parish to be an AFC member.

needs people
willing and able to

write profiles,.

saints’ stories, \:‘
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GOOD NEWS

BLUE CHRISTMAS?
GOOD NEWS IN CONTEXT

Gilbert Berg

Jolly Old St Nicholas!
Deck the Halls! God Rest
You Merry Gentlemen!

It seems, sometimes,
that we want desperately
to avoid thinking about the
challenges and sadness that
are often part of this season
that proclaims peace. The
gospel narrative of Jesus’
birth offers a perplexing
mixture of good and bad
news. The angels, in their
message fo the shepherds,
highlight this birth as good
news. The breaking into our
existence of God in human

form gives hope, if not imme-

diate resolution. It offers, in
the midstream of our broken-
ness, that there is a God,
Immanuel, who stands in the
brokenness with us, having
been himself broken and
having survived. And, yes,
not only survived, but in the
end triumphed.

Much of my own ex-
perience of the incamation
sfory has centred on the good
news, fending fo slip past
the perplexities of the sfory.
"Peace on earth, goodwill
fo all” has been the primary
message. But the delivery and
practice of the good news
has many twists and turns;
it is comp|e>< and, at times,
downright confradictory.

Mary, for example, is
told by an angel that she
is going to give birth. She
is likely a young teenager,
engaged fo Joseph. The
consummation will happen

later. This was a family affair
and involved a payment, or
“mohar,” made by the young
man'’s father. In ancient
Jewish tradition, much was
made of the fact that o
young bride be a virgin. But
Mary was already pregnant
and the marriage confract
involving both families had
already been negotiated.
Good newsl?

Joseph, “being a just
man,” Matthew tells us, de-
cides to break the engage-
ment to avoid the rumour
mill or worse. No mention is
made in the gospel account
of the conversations that
occurred in Mary's home af
mealtime. Was there will
ingness fo hear her sfory and
her sense of pride at being
chosen to be the bearer of
the God-child, or was she
shut down with comments
like, “VWhat will your grand-
father think? This brings
shame to our name here in
Nazareth!” Given family
expectations, this probably
was nof good news!

An angel appears o
Joseph, instructing him o go
ahead with the marriage.

He brings Mary to his home.
Good newse! Yes, a measure
of relief for the young couple.

But there is another tumn
on the horizon. Word comes
from the political powers
requiring everyone fo fravel
fo their ancesfors’ home for
a census. For Joseph and
pregnant Mary, this means

a journey on foot over 160
kilometres. They make it fo
a femporary dwelling place
in time for the birth. Good
news!e

Not long after the birth,
they make another long trip
fo Egypt, this time to escape
the wrath of @ monarch who
finds it intolerable that any-
one be bormn who is said to
be king. And there are tears
in many Bethlehem homes
as an indirect result of this
unusual birth. Good news!?2

However, in view of all
that has happened, the story
refuses to simply allow us
fo sink into the challenges,
pain, and tragedy connect-
ed to this story. Mary will not
abandon the promise made
fo her by the angelic messen-
ger. The story also refuses to
let us stay in our own pain,
but holds up the radical
option of hope and peace.

CGood news, yes, indeed! @

/A  Gilbert Berg coordinates

the mental wellness group
at st. benedict’s table.
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VIA MEDIA

PISTIS CHRISTOU

FAITH IN CHRIST OR FAITH OF CHRIST?
Roy Jeal

Biblical scholars, like
those of every discipline,
look at the broad ideas of
their material, the Bible,
reading and analyzing its
narratives, its proclamation,
its theology, and its faith and
ethical concerns. They also
look at details, recogniz-
ing that both meaning and
wisdom become understood
more clearly by drawing out
ideas from close and critical
examination of the particu-
lars of language. One of

o
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the things they have been

looking at—and debat-
ing—for some time is what
they call the “pistis Christou”
wording found in the Greek
New Testament at Galatians
2:16 and Romans 3:22. In
the English translations of
the Bible we typically use

in church, such as the New
Revised Standard Version,
these texts read:

...we know that a person
is justified not by the works
of the law but through faith
in Jesus Christ. And we have
come fo believe in
Christ Jesus so that
we might be justified
by faith in Christ...
(Galatians).

...the righteous-
ness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe
(Romans).

Justification by
faith. In Christ. We
get if, don't we?
The problem is that
pistis Christou, read
in a direct grammat-
ical way, does not
mean faith in Christ,
it means faith of
Christ. The gram-
matical question s,
should these words
be read objectively, where

Jesus Christ is the object of
faith, the one receiving the
faith, or subjectively, where
Jesus Christ is the subject of
faith, the one performing the
faithe It is easy fo see that
the way these passages are
understood makes a dramat-
ic difference. What brings
about justification [itself a
biblical and theological term
that deserves analysis)e s

it our faith in (trust in) Christe
Or is it the faith of (the
faithful work of] Christ himself
who lived, who died “for our
sins,” and was raised from
death?

It is possible, fechnically,
fo read these fexts either
way. For example, we can
understand the phrase “the
love of God” (see 1 John
2:5) to mean our love for
God or God’s love for us.
How can we fell the differ-
ence? The context of the
wording must be examined,
cerfainly, and major clues
are found there.

Both passages, Galatians
2:16 and Romans 3:22, are
sef in contexts that point out
that humans cannot justify
themselves. They cannot
declare themselves to be
righteous persons because
they are sinners, guilty of

14
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VIA MEDIA

doing wrong things, unable
fo change or reverse what
they have done in the past.
Even one’s own faith (and
faithfulness) does not remove
guilt. How much faith would
you need? How much
would be enough? The
biblical answer to this human
problem is that Christ has
been faithful. Jesus Christ
provides “redemption... by
his blood” (Rom 3:24-25).
Righteousness is a gift given
by God's mercy to humans
who cannot acquire it on
their own. There is no place
for boasting, as Romans
goes on fo indicate (3:27),
because it is all a gift.

This suggests, then, that
the subjective reading is
correct. The actual Greek
grammar that reads through
the faith of Christ is to be tak-
en seriously. Even our own
faith does not itself make
us humans info justified,
righteous, guillless persons.

A Roy Jeal is the head of the Religion
Program at Booth University College

and a parishioner at St. Margaret’,
Winnipeg.

Believers, or many of them,
have long recognized this.
Inferestingly, the beautiful
language of the King James
Version Bible has read the
faith of Christ in Galatians
and Romans for nearly 400
years.

It turns out that this level
of grammatical detail has
pastoral, preaching, and
practical value. We may

take comfort in knowing
that we rest as justified and
transformed people, not on
our own merits, but because
Christ has been faithful on
our behalf. This is a wonder-
ful comfort at those moments
when we recognize weak-
nesses in our frust. This is a
gospel o proclaim. It leads
fo peace of heart, to trust in

God's mercy. @

MARKS OF MISSION

share the good news
teach new believers
help people in need
work to make things fairer
look after the planet

MARKS OF MISSION ADAFTED FROM MARRETING THE
ANGLICAN WAY BY RODERICK MACKIN

Roger Watson
JE-W-E-L-BRER-S

WEDDINGS
GRADUATIONS
SPECIAL OCCASIONS

.&

' GIFTS THAT LAST

Tel 1-204-956-2096
Fax 1-204-947-0451
236 Osborne Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba

CANADIAN
JEWELLERS
ASSDUIATION

A Sign You
Can Trust™
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LIVES LIVED

SAINTS STORIES

Cg nthia Walkes

St. Paul's Fort Garry was
packed to overflowing for
a Celebration of the Life
of Cynthia Walkes, who
passed away on Sepfember
20. Along with her hus-
band, Stirling, Cynthia was
a longtime member of St.
Luke's, Winnipeg, and St.
Paul's, Fort Garry.

Born in Port of Spain,
Trinidad, Cynthia obtained
her Bachelor of Education
from the University of Mani-
foba. She taught at Churchill
High School before becom-
ing the Vice-Principal at
General Wolfe Junior High
School, Kelvin High School,
and Elmwood High School.
Later in life, she served as
Vice Chair of the Board of
Governors of the University
of Manitoba.

Cynthia and Stirling
were married in 1964 by
the Rev. Blake Wood in
St. John's College Chap-
el. They had two children,
Stirling Jr. and Suzanne, in

addition to numerous grand-
children. In her spare time,
Cynthia sewed her own
clothes. After retirement, she
played golf at Southwood
and, during chilly months,
deep in the heart of Texas.
Quite often, usually af
the change of the seasons,
Cynthia would give me
a large bag of children’s
clothes to sort through. Our
children were roughly the
same age os the Walkes'
and pretty well the same
size. | picked out clothes
for our three, and the rest
went to the Whale Sale ot
St. Luke's. We had the best
dressed children around
because the Walkes children
were models for a depart
ment store flyer, and they got
fo keep the clothes. I think
ours were the only children
on our block fortunate
enough to have snow suifs
for play and better wear,
courtesy of Cynthia.
Cynthia was also ap-
pointed to the Manitoba

A Cynthia Walkes

Women's Advisory Council.
In the Diocese, she was an
ardent worker serving on
Synods and the Diocesan
Discernment Group for Or-
dained Ministry. At St. Luke's,
she was a Sunday School
teacher and superintendent,
Vestry member, and Peoples’
Warden. She was also on
the alfar guild, serving as
president.

Cynthia was a blessing
to her community and will be
dearly missed among us. @

Sheila Welbergen is a parishioner
at St. Luke’s, Winnipeg

@ rupert'slandnews | CONNECTING CHURCH & COMMUNITY

Keep Rupert's Land
News in your mailbox
for another year.

Please mail your $20 subscription
donation to the Anglican Lutheran Centre.

Donations af $23 or more will recedve o fae receipt

16 RUPERT’S LAND NEWS



